
“Every	record	has	been	destroyed	or	falsified,	every	book	rewri8en,	every	picture	has	been	repainted,	every	statue	
and	street	building	has	been	renamed,	every	date	has	been	altered.	And	the	process	is	con?nuing	by	minute.	History	
has	stopped.	Nothing	exists	except	an	endless	present	in	which	the	Party	is	always	right.”	George	Orwell,	1984



History,	memory	&	monuments	?=%$*`ù



“Memory	Boom”	=>	van	Kazerne	Dossin	tot	reenactments	

Holocaust	&	Vietnam	Veterans	Memorial	(9/11	memorial)	-	monument	building	is	a	living	process



“Collec7ve	instruc7on”	-	Regarding	the	Pain	of	Others	by	Susan	Sontag		
A	complex	process	by	which	certain	ideas	and	images	become	more	important	than	others.



“Als	we	alle	mogelijk	aanstootgevende	kunst	moeten	weghalen,	blij[	er	weinig	over.”		
Manfred	Sellink,	KMSKA

Thérèse	dreaming	(1938)	
Balthus	-	Metropolitan	Museum	NY



“We	speak	so	much	of	memory	because	there	is	so	li8le	of	it	le[.”		
Realms	of	Memory	by	Pierre	Nora



History:	universal	objec?ve	truth	-	Memory:	supported	by	a	group	(?me	&	place)	

“Today	everyone	is	his	or	her	own	historian.”	-	Memory	and	iden5ty	by	John	Gillis,	1994



“All	memory	is	a	social	process,	shaped	by	various	groups.”	Maurice	Halbwachs



Ethics	of	memory	(Avishai	Margalit)	

“Those	who	cannot	remember	the	past	are	condemned	to	repeat	it”	(George	Santayana)	
Cf.	Moreel	absolu?sme	

=>	Wat	we	herinneren	is	het	gevolg	van	poli?eke	keuzes,	poli?eke	constella?es	

Ethics	of	forgeJng	(David	Rieff)	

=>	 In	 praise	 of	 forgejng;	 pijnlijk	 herinneren	 kan	 ook	 poli?ek	 misbruikt	 worden	 en	 leiden	 tot	
conflict



•Verwijderen		
•Contextualiseren	
•Radicaal	verminken	
•Contrasteren	
•Posi?oneren	(Gegendenkmal)	
•Musealiseren	
•Aanwijzen	in	de	openbare	ruimte	









Paraguay - Alfredo Stroessner



Durham,	North	Carolina	(1924)













Creëren	van	ruimte	voor	dialoog,	verbinding	en	historische	interpreta?e



Creëren	van	ruimte	voor	dialoog,	verbinding	en	historische	interpreta?e



Hoge	concentra?e	van	symboliek,	iden?taire	&	sociale	processen,	emo?onele	
intensiteit	&	historische	interpreta?e!	Working	memory	towards	history!!


